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YOUNG CONSERVATIVES
OF TEXAS

Rates
The 73rd Texas Legislature

A public service by Texas’ most active youth political group



YOUNG CONSERVATIVES OF TEXAS
RATES THE 73RD TEXAS LEGISLATURE

Young Conservatives of Texas has selected the following bills which it believes accurately serve 10 gauge a
legislator’s philosophy in light of YCT's Statement of Principles.

In the ratings a "+" indicates the legislator voted FOR the conscrvative position as determined by YCT; a "-"
indicates the legislator voted AGAINST the conservative position. A "P" indicates the legislator was present but did
not vote; an "E” indicates an excused absence. No penalties were assigned for these actions. Non-excused absences
were signified by an "A" and are counted as half a positive score.

There are two numerical scores shown on the ratings. The first score represents the legislator’s performance during
the 73rd Texas Legislawre. The second score is a composite rating, based on the member’s votes in all previous
sessions. (YCT has rated each session since 1975.) As these ratings are based on a 0-100 liberal to conservative
continuum, the higher a legislator’s rating, the greater the lawmaker’s commitment to conservative principles.

-+ represents a perfect score of 100%. Italics identify Republicans. Democrats are in regular type. Speaker Laney
1s not rated for the 73rd session. Therefore, his composite score is composed of ratings from past sessions.

Representative Bill Blackwood’s absences during the 73rd session were due 1o a terminal illness.

** Shortly after the session ended, Rep. Nieto and Rep. Williamson switched parties to become Republicans and Rep.
Erickson switched to become a Democrat.

Please address any comments to: Young Conservatives of Texas, 11441 N. IH-35 #7105, Austin, TX 78753 or call
(512) 835-6771.

YOUNG CONSERVATIVES OF TEXAS
STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES

That liberty is indivisible, and that political freedom
will not long survive without religious and economic

The Young Conservatives of Texas dedicate ourselves
to the preservation of the American Dream and a

strong and free America. To this end, we hereby
affirm:

That the Declaration of Independence and the
Constitution embody the- spirit of the United States
and her people;

That the Declaration of Independence, reflecting the
combined wisdom of its authors, recognizes the
freedom of the individual as inherited from one
sovereign God;

That this freedom must not be violated by institutions
established by or presided over by men:

That the Constitution clearly limits the authority of
the Federal Government to the protection of our God-
given rights, and the administration of justice:

That the states of this nation "are, of Right ought to
be Free and Independent,” reserving for themselves
all powers not clearly delegated to the Federal
Government by the states or citizens as stated in the
tenth amendment;

freedom;

That the free enterprise system, including a sound
currency and the prohibition of government created
inflation is the only economic system consistent with
the promotion of justice, liberty and prosperity;
That the purpose of American foreign policy, clearly
discerning our friends and enemies, should be, by
means of a superior national defense and a strong and
free economy, to maintain the freedom of the people
of America, and, insofar as consistent with that
purpose, o keep our country at peace.

YCT State Board
Chairman-David Guenthner
Senior Vice Chairman-Sara Ferris
Vice Chairman, Finance-Robert Johnson
Vice Chairman, Legis. Affairs-Valerie Shank
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Senate Vote Results

Senator 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 T3r com
Ambnster + - + - + A + + - - + 65 54
Barnentos - - A - = A - - - - - 0 5
Bivins + + + E - + + + - - + + 92 85
Brown + + : + + + + + + + + 85 89
Carriker z . - . - » A . . + + 19 24
Ellis - - - - - - - - - - - - 0 0
Haley - + = - - + - + + - + + 62 53
C. Harnis + + - + = + + + + + + - 77 76
O.H. Harris + + + + + = + + + + A + + 88 83
Henderson + + + - + - + + + A - + + 81 75
Leedom A + - + - + - - + + + - 96 92
Lucio A i 3 - % = s + + + + 35 22
Luna + E - - - + - - - - 25 15
Madla - + - - - - A - - . + + 27 33
Moncrief - - - - - - - + E 17 13
Montford - + - = + = P A s + + 46 57
Nelson + + + + + + + + E + + + 92 92
Parker + - E - - A - - A + 25 28
Passerson + + |- A + + | A + + |+ + + 77 77
Raliff + + £ 3 A + + + + + + 71 64
Rosson - - - - 5 = - A + + 19 19
Shapiro + + + + + + + A + + + + 06 06
Shelley - - E - - © - . + + + + 83 84
Sibley + |+ + |- + LI T I IS (S 85 76
Sims i A R S A A I A W PSR I IO I 80
Truan = - - - - - - A 5 - - 0 8
Turner : + + + - - + A + 5 58" 38
Wentworth * + i g - + - - B + + + 77 78
Weat - - § g - - + |- . g = + 15 15
Whitmire - + - . E ¥ - z : & P 3 60
Zaffinini + - . = £ A 2 = 3 _ = 12 19
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House Vote Explanations

1. HIR 23 Proposes a coostiubional
amendment permitting the demial of bail o
certain persons charged with certain violent or
sexuval offenses. (adopted 126-16). ¥YCT-Yes.
Persons charged with vicious and heinous
erimes should not be allowed to go [ree on bail
while awaiting trial. (RV 199, Apnl 20, 1993)

2. Adoption of the Schechter-Kamel
Amendment to CSSJR 14. The Schechter-
Kamel Amendment provides that persons may
not serve comtinuously for more than 12 years
az members of the Teaas Legislature. (adopted
16-61). YCT-Yes on adoplion. Elected
officials should serve as public servants, not as
carcer politicians. Term limits should also
reduce legislators’ refirement pension cosls
paid by taxpayers. (RV 516, May 25, 1993)

3. CSSJR 9. Proposes a constitutional
amendment providing for the issuance of 350
million in general obligation bonds for the stale
financing if stat-up costs of “historically
under-utilized” businesses (HUBs), the new
politcally correct tenm [or minonty businesses.
(passed 85-40). YCT-No. The frec-enterprise
system provides unlimited opportunities for
minority enlrcprencuns o start their own
businesses.  The state has no business
subsidizing businesses on the basis of gender
or cthnic origin. (RV 521, May 25, 1993)

4. Passage of Chisum Amendment Lo SB
1067. The Chisum Amendment would have
made Texas’ sodomy law applicable o deviant
scaual utercourse between hetorosexuals and
homosexuals. The Chisum Amendment was
designed to help preserve Texas’ curent
sodomy law which is onder challenge by
militant homosecxual activists, The Secnate
carlier voled to legalize sodomy. (adopted 75-
48). YCT-Yes on adoption. The passage of
the Chisum Amendment was crucial in
retaining sodomy a5 a criminal olfense.
Individual freedoms must be balanced with a
respect for taditional moml values based on
religious beliefs. (RV 330, May 6, 1993)

5. HB 740. Requires that only licensed
master plumbers or joumeyman plumbers may
install medical gas piping after passing an
exanunabon.  (passed 83-55). YCT-No.
Unnecessary state regulation tailored to benefit
8 special interest group. (RV 146, Aprl 6,
1993}

6. HIR 54. Allows gamishment of wages for
cour-ordered  payments n a2 criminal
judgement. (adopted 121-22) YCT-Yes. This
proposed constitutional amendment provides a
more effective means to assure thal cnminals
pay for their actions. (RV 411, May 13, 1993)

T: Motion to table the Craddick
Amendmenl Lo SB 5 (General
Appropriations BIll).  Motion to table
Craddick Amendment that would [reeze the
number of state employees in all state agencies

cxcept the Texas Department of Criminal
Justice and MHMR in fiscal years 1994 and
1995. (tabled 77-68). YCT-No on the motion
to table, Freezing the number of state
employees is necessary to control the spiralling
growth in the state burcaucrcy and lo save
taxpayers moncy. (RV 165, Apnl 14, 1993)

8. Adoption of the Chisum Amendment Lo
HB 1062. The Chisum Amendment would
have required 2 24-hour waiting period for
women secking sbortions and would have
required  doctors  performing  abortions o
provide information to help women decide
whether or not to have an abortion. (failed 68-
71). YCT-Yes on the amendment. Women
should be fully aware of what an sbortion
involves and the positive allemative to
abortion: bringing human life into this world.
(RY 426, May 17, 1993)

9. Motion to table Grusendorf Amendment
to SB 7. The Grusendorl Amendment to SB 7
would have created a progmm to test the
cilectivencss of a voucher system for low-

students attending public and prvate
schools. (motion lo table lost 70-70). YCT-
Mo on the motion to table. A voucher system
places control over our childrm's education
where it should be--with the parents. The
resulting  competition between public and
private schools would improve the guslity and
efficiency of education for all children. (RV
457, May 20, 1993)

10. HB 1873. Provides that new state
workers hired after August 31, 1993, would
have to pay half of their Social Secuniy taxes.
(passed 79-54). YCT-Yes. Currently the statc
pays both the employer's and as much as
3965.25 of cach statc cmployec’s share of
Social Sccurity taxes. This measure, if it had
not been vetoed by Governor Richards, would
have saved 525 million in the years 1994-1995,
according to the state comptroller. (RV 346,
May 7, 1993)

1. HB 415 Provides that litigation
€O g certain P on the
sale or purchase of securitics must be brought
under the Teasas Secunties Act, not the
Deceptive Trade Practicess Act (DTPA)
(passed 80-51) YCT-Yes. Reduces excessive
and costly secunties hugstion. Elimunates
inharmonic inconsistencics in state law that
result i litigants in securites cases suing for
punitive or treble damages under the DFTA
instead of for actual damages and reasonable
atomey fecs under the Texas Secunties Act
(RV 94, March 15, 1993)

12. Molion Lo lable the Maxey Amendment
to SB 963. The Maxcy Amendment would
have deleted a2 provision allowing local
govemments 1o contract with private wastc
management [irms [or collecting and disposing
solid wastes. (tabled 83-44). YCT-Yes on the
motion to table. Contrcting with private

waste management firms would save Laxpayers
moncy and provide more elficient and
environmentally-sound solid waste collection
and disposal systems. (RV 495, May 24,
1993)

13. Adoplion of the Grusendorl
Amendment to HB 27. The Grusendorl
Amendment provides capilal munder penalties
for murders caused as a resull of drive-by
shootings. (passed 82-57). YCT-Yes on
Grusendorf Amendment. Capital murder
offenscs punishablc by death are necessary lo
curb murders caused as a result of dnve-by
shootings from vehicles. Dnve-by shoolings
have sharply increased in Texas and have been
related to gang activity. (RV 194, Apnl 19,
1993)

14. HB 783. Extends the lilc of the
Automobile Thelt Preveation Authority by two
years, from November 30, 1995 1o August 31,
1997,  (passed 85-52). YCT -No. The
Depantment of Public Safety spends $4 million
annually to reduce auto theft.  This is
inefficient government duplication. (RV 73,
March 3, 1993)

15. Motion Lo Lable the Dution Amendment
to SB 532. The Dutton Amendment provided
that the commissioners court of a county may
appoint a jail administrator o run county jails.
(tabled 8544). YCT-Yes on motion lo table.
U Y B duplication between
the powers of clected county shenlfs and jail
administrators. The amendment would have
complicated local law enforcement cfforts and
added another level of bureaucracy. (RV 327,
May 6, 1993)

16. HB 1776. Provides licenses for law-
abiding citizens to carry concealed handguns.
Applicants must have no cnminal record and
take gun salety courses, (passed 95-47).
YCT-Ye. Provides law-abiding citizens an
important means of protecting  themsclves
against violent cime. (RV 248, Apnl 26,
1993)

17. HJR 36. Proposes a constitutional
amendment to cap the Lax rate imposed on a
corporation’s income at 4.5 percent. (adopted
108-37) YCT-Yes. Limiting tazes on
corporations is necessary for job creanon and
ccanomic grawth. (RY 393, May 11, 1993)

18 Moltion lo table the Swinford
Amendment to CS5B 7. The Swinford
Amendment provided {or net revenues from the
operation of the stale lottery W be allotted to
finanee public education. (ubled 70-68).
YCT-No on motion to table. Momes for
“equalizing” public school finances should
come [rom voluntary revenue sources such as
the state lottery and not from increasing laxes
of redistributing property tax money [rom
wealthier school districts. (RV 196, April 19,
1993)
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19. HB 2602. Provides that courts would now
have the option on whether or not 1o award
twice the amount of actual damages tn cases
N‘Jlmg lo consumer pmtullﬂn fof me:tlf.ioﬂ
and unfair practices in the businesscs of
insurance. (passed 69-67) YCT-Yes. Present
law provides that courns must award damages
&t twice the amount of actual damages in
insurance protection litigation. This
bill would help to reduce excessive punitive
awards by allowing lhe courts to award an
amount fcss than the required twice the amount
of actual damages. (RV 204, Apnl, 20, 1993)

20. Motion to lable the Culberson
Amendment to SJR 7. The Culberson
Amendment would have restricted the authonty
of the Texas couns 1o intervenc in public
education [inancing, and enhanced the Texas
Legislature’s flexibility in determining the
funding of public schools. (tabled 79-68).
YCT-No on the motlon lo table. Our elected
representatives, and not the couns, should
decide our public education policy. (RV 20,
February 9, 1993)

21. Mollon Lo table the Gallego Amendment
to SB 2. The Gallego Ameadment provides
that stale courts must excreise jurisdiction on
lawsuits for damages sustained in forcign
countnes through the use of pesticides made
and sold in Texas. (tabled 93-46). YCT-Yes
on the motlon Lo table. Forcign cours, nat
the statc of Tezas, arc the proper forum 1o
bring strict lability lawsuits for damages that
occurred outside the US. State couns should
have the discretion to decide whether o
cxercise long-arm junisdiction in such cases.
(RV 56, February 22, 1993)

22 Motion to lable the Ogden Amendment
to 5B I. The Ogden Amendment would have
required 4 person who was convicted of
dnving while intozicated and whose drivers
license had been  suspended to  amend
counsclling and rehabiliative services for
aleohol dependence as a condilion [or the
person (o be granted an occupational license to
meet essential needs. (motion o ble failed
66-75).  YCT-No on motion 1o table.
Drinking and driving is a serious offensc that
has killed or injured thousands of persoms.
Requinng persons convicted of a DWI to
undergo counselling and rehabilitation would
creale a greater awarencss of the sevenity of
tus cnme and enhance public safety. (RV
428, May 18, 1993)

23, Adoption of the Duncan Amendment Lo
the Counts Amendment to HB 1461, The
Duncan  Amendment allows insurance
companies 1o provide promium and loss
information to the State Board of Insuranee far
input in setling nsurance rates. (adopted 68-
58). YCT-Yes on adoption. Insurance
companies should be allowed to provide
information to the Board of Insurance to
preserve the solvency of the state’s insurance
industry. (RV 351, May 7, 1993)

24 Motion 1o table the Craddick
Amendment to SB 7. The Craddick
Amendment provides that school districts may
nol increase property tax rales unless the tazes
arc approved by a majority of voters at an
election held for that purpose. The amendment
would not apply to a tax increase necessary to
maintain the district’s current level of local
revenue per student. (tabled 78-61). YCT-No
on the motion to table. Taxpayers should
have input on whether property tax increases
are necessary or whether the school distnct
should spend tax dollars efficiently and tnim
unnecessary costs. (RV 460, May 20, 1993)

25.  Motion o table the Culberson
Amendment o HB 1116, The Culberson
Amendment provided that the attomey gencral
should appeal to [ederal courts and request that
the Texas Department of Criminal Justice be
allowed o 1). increase capacity of prison
system 1o maximum levels using procedures
cstablished by state law and 2). house inmates
in lenls or lemporary bousing. (tabled 86-53).
YCT- No on the motion o table. The
sttorney general and the State of Texas should
pursue all legal avenues o regain the right to
run our prisons at maximum capacity and lo
obtain flexibility in the ways the state manages
its prison system. The solution is to house
prisoners at lower costs to the axpayers and, at
the same tme, to avoid letting dangerous
criminals be released carly. (RY 108, March
23. 1993)
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